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Block
Reagan’s
Crude

Attempt at
Censorship

By Townsend Hoopes

WASHINGTON - President Rea-
gan’s Directive 84 on-*‘safe,
nationalisecuﬂfty information,” a fla.
grant piece.-of right-wing zealotry,
‘would repress or gravely distort First
Amendment freedoms. Fortunately,
Congress recently provided a tempo-
rary reprieve by passing a measure
that postpones the effective date of
 the directive until April 1. President
Reagan has signed that measure, per-

haps reflecting a dawning awareness -

in the Administration that this crude
~ attempt at mess censorship should be : .
reconsidered. - LT
The centerpiece is the requirement
for a pre-publication review that
would be imposed on present and for-
mer Federal Government officials.
This is & brazen move to emasculate
‘ththstAmendmfntﬁshmofper-
heps 100,000 employees, including
those at the highest levels,
It would require these people, while
‘in Federal Government service and
after they have left the Government,
to submit all of their writings and
public utterances for review, whether
or not the subject relates in any way
to that service and whether or not any
classified information is involved.
' istration spokesman has

said that the review requirement
covers only writings sbout “intelli.
gence matters,"”

"the directive covers not onl books'.
and magazine es

- to the editor, book reviews, s es .
-and Jecture potes, Moreover, Ee re- |

quirement has no time limit — it isa
‘lifetime sentence, " . . -
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The Constitution forbids the Gov-
ernment to impose prior restraint on
speech; historically, the Government
has invoked only limited censorship
even in wartime. No responsible per-
'son denies the Federal Government's

need to protect against disclosure of
_ information truly crucial to national
. security interests, but this directive

would create a comprehensive sys-
““tem of prior restraint without prece-
" dent in United States history — and
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bate, the nitpicking review process
could effectively destroy the author's
opportunity to influence that debate.

" Some books have been enmeshed in
tr ence 's

carance ures for two 8,
and have then emerged aoty bemary
the author conceded critical points —

ints he feit he could have won_in
court but which he forfeited to end the

delay and to avoid a costly, time-con-
Sumifig lawswit, e L e

without any justification basedonthe ;  In addition, Directive 8 might
record. It would mark the beginning = oblige publishers to palice an author’s
['of an expansion of the Government'’s ' m toahmii clearance agree-
. s Y oo = . It remains an open question
e Co0e0T: Which could Be un- | gcth o the Governient would be
The directive would severely affect abletoeonﬂsmte_revenuesumedby
the quality of public debate on issues ~‘p“bm"m‘hommm‘g“ﬁ
of overriding importance, especially te0 by a person w a
issues of defense and foreign policy, ~ Clearance agreement. This wncer..
nnpmymmhmw ) wnty,ftoo, could make publishers
- tenby former officials, . :

ance would of course inevitably di-
“minish the candor, and the in-

2

How much would the nation have
lost if it bad been forced to make do
FearyL Stimaa, Goorpe b e
HenrylL. e F, Kennan,
David E. Lilienthal, George W. Ball
and Dean Acheson? 2

' The directive woilld place the Gov-
ernment squarely astride the publish.

- ing process, flagrantly interfering

with free

publishing process; such delays
could wither the incentive to write
and publish political works, espe-
cially when the material is topical
and perishable,

Even if the Federal Government
avoided blatantly killing a book,-the
directive would subject the publish.
ing process to conditions certain to

. produce the same result. For exam-
" ple, the directive requires that writ-
ten materials be .submitted to the
Government before an author even

—

ression. Government of--

- If the American people will ook
. squarely at the facts and implications

“of Directive 84, they will not allow
this absurd and dangerous situation
to continue — in a country built upon
the free and unfettered exchange of
ideas. - v .

* ‘Townsend Hoopes is president of the
\-Association of American Publishers.

approaches a publisher, If the subject -

of the book or article related to & topi-

cal public issue whose resolution piv- -

oted on the outcome of national de-
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